LOVE
All the same the wedding did not pass off without
its storms. Lord Harrington, when the Bessboroughs
came round to Devonshire House with the news, was
seized with such paroxysms of agitation at the loss of
his love, that a doctor had to be summoned. Then, the
Thorn proved as thorny as Lady Bessborough could
have feared. The antipathy between the two mothers-
in-law was mutual. To Lady Melbourne, Lady Bess-
borough's virtues and faults were alike distasteful;
sensitive, enthusiastic, imprudent persons were the
type she had always found most tiresome; and she
thought the gushing manner with which Lady Bess-
borough sought to conceal the nervousness she felt in
her presence, both silly and insincere. To these original
sources of irritation was now added jealousy. Though
she approved his marriage from the worldly point of
view, Lady Melbourne could not bear to see her
adored William so obviously absorbed in two other
women. In the exhausting rush of wedding prepara-
tions her exasperation betrayed itself:
"Yesterday, after various very unpleasant cuts" says
Lady Bessborough, "she told me she hoped the
Daughter would turn out better than the Mother, or
William might have to repent of his choice; and
would not (like many Husbands) be made to repent
impunement. This was said half joke, half earnest;
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